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2024 ACDHS Symposium data and feedback
General
Compared to the previous 2022 Symposium: A lot better 15%, Somewhat better 15%, About the same 54% 
Quality of speaker presentations: 64% Excellent, 28% Good
Overall quality of the program: 59% Excellent, 33% Good
Speaker topics relevant and valuable: Extremely Relevant 54%, Very relevant 31%
Networking opportunity at the dinner: Extremely Worthwhile 46%, Very Worthwhile 46%
Size of the Symposium in future: Same size 82%, Slightly Larger 16%
On member priorities feedback
Should ACDHS, (like MDANZ and CDNM) consider the addition of NZ to our remit and scope:  Yes 73%, Not now but possible in future 27%
Issues project: A future commissioned research project or being pursued via a political advocacy project -
Combination of both if possible 33%, Whichever approach is suitable/effective 60%
Symposium Comments: 
Most valuable:
Insights into top policy decisions and directions, networking with new contacts and the ability to leave the university and professional territorial aspects at the door and connect with people with the same passion.
Networking, better understanding of systemic issues
the mix of participants, networking, chief allied health officer update, IAHA - opportunity to influence policy
Hearing from the CAHO and gaining a perspective on their views, knowledge and priorities. Understanding the views of the state-based CAHOs. The time to network with a variety of colleagues - at every social function and break.



Speakers:
More discussion time for the topics. The morning panel was good, but second session would have liked more discussion time with peers, not necessarily the speakers
Having more active discussions would be beneficial. There could also be the opportunity to workshop within disciplines (where able - I appreciate not all disciplines are represented) as not all disciplines have the same placement challenges.
Inaugural AH Awards: 
The award presentations were well deserved and wonderful to see such stellar projects, but in a one-day symposium that was a long session.  Unsure how to alter it and still give them the due credit though.
really enjoyed the presentations from the prize winners...a showcase of good practice which made me think about what we could better incorporate in our university.
The awards are a very good idea but should be outside of the symposium - perhaps at the dinner.
I wonder if the awards could have been integrated the awards into the whole day - perhaps one award after each session.  
Loved this section - great to have the awardees present their work
Venue:
Comfortable, well serviced, well located.
Hotel lifts not working properly
Networking:
Great opportunity to meet colleagues and network before the symposium
Having both the drinks and dinner allowed networking
A little difficult to hear in the vestibule. String quartet was lovely, thank you.
Improvements:
Have a specific issue to discuss in depth, use the immense brain power in the room.
action items to take back to university leadership or to each sub allied health group, clear ways for the varied sub groups to meet off the side of the symposium, and report directly to the ACDHS
Perhaps an activity to promote connections/interactions in addition to it naturally occurring - i.e. linking people with shared sub-interests such as rural/regional, course coordination, pedagogy, etc.
the priorities discussion seemed a little underdeveloped
Perhaps just timing of the awards to be at the end of the day

Symposium gallery of photos is on our site    https://acdhs.edu.au/2024-symposium-wrap-up/
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