Deans welcome prac payment support for allied health students

The Australian Council of Deans of Health Sciences (ACDHS) welcomes Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese's announcement today of the much-needed expansion of the Commonwealth Prac
Payment to students across 10 additional allied health and frontline disciplines.

This announcement comes more than two years after the Australian Council of Deans of Health
Sciences (ACDHS) first made submissions about placement poverty to the Australian
Universities Accord and its Final Report released in February 2024.

Allied health professionals are an integral part of the national health workforce and students
have faced cost of living pressures while completing mandatory training in placement settings.

In the Universities Accord and in extensive research and advocacy, ACDHS has identified the
placement poverty issue and its impact constraining the growth of the allied health workforce.
Physiotherapy, Occupational therapy, Speech pathology, Pharmacy, Paramedicine are among
the professional health programs being included.

ACDHS welcome today’s announcement from the Commonwealth government that additional
professional programs will be included in prac payment funding from July 2027.

ACDHS Chair Prof Terry Haines said,

“This is an important step in enabling students to gain their professional
qualifications, to work in areas of need in aged care, disability support, rural and
remote settings and to support more Australians with their health care needs.”

Recently ACDHS has supported a national petition and collaborated with Allied Health
Professions Australia (AHPA) to marshal support for this national workforce issue.

ACDHS has been advocating for the payment to be expanded in line with the recommendations
of the Universities Accord and through our members we have also commissioned direct policy
research and developed informed recommendations on how we can grow the allied health
workforce pipeline.

ACDHS along with Independent Member for Indi, Dr Helen Haines MP, and ACT Independent
Senator David Pocock along with Allied Health Professions Australia have been united in calls
for the essential support being provided.

Prof Haines said,

“More students, of all backgrounds will have access to the means-tested payment
and that will alleviate some of the financial pressure during study so more graduates
can join the allied health workforce. This announcement will provide much needed
relief for allied health students and their families, and it is positive news for all
Australians that rely on the services provided by our future allied health graduates.”

Additional background information

Read the ACDHS principles for allied health prac payment support
Read the ACDHS report on sustainable placement capacity
www.acdhs.edu.au

Contact: secretariat@acdhs.edu.au


https://acdhs.edu.au/acdhs-report-evidence-drives-principles-for-allied-health-prac-payment-support/
https://acdhs.edu.au/building-sustainable-solutions-to-placement-capacity-in-allied-health-education/
http://www.acdhs.edu.au/
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